STRATFORD-ON-AVON

But of New Place only the garden remains ; the house, after
being rebuilt in Queen Anne's reign, was pulled down later in
the century by a cross clergyman, who was tired of being
pestered by sightseers. At Hall's Croft, in the Old Town,
Shakespeare's daughter, Susannah, lived after her marriage to
Dr. HalL In 1616 Shakespeare died at Stratford and was
buried within the altar rails of the church, in a grave which
bears the well-known inscription :

Good frend for Jesus sake forbeare
To digg the dust encloased heare.
Blest be ye man yt spares these stones
And curst be He yt moves my bones.

The memorial bust, which was later erected, is the most
authentic portrait of Shakespeare which exists. The towns-
people mourned his death, but with no sense that the most
important years in the history of the town were over.

Stratford's prosperity continued for many years. Fine
Jacobean and Georgian houses grew up side by side with
their fifteenth century and Elizabethan neighbours. In one
of these, now called Harvard house, lived the parents of the
founder of Harvard College in America. Outside events
hardly touched the life of the town except perhaps when
Queen Henrietta Maria, with a considerable escort of troops,
spent a night at New Place in 1643 on her way to join the
King at EdgehilL Stratford in the eighteenth century was
less prosperous, but was still famed for its good inns, such as
the White Swan, and the Red Horse, beloved by Washington
Irving. On 6th September, 1769, all the inns of the town were